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As long as my breath is in me, And the breath of God in my nostrils, My lips will not speak wickedness, Nor 
my tongue utter deceit. Job 27:3-4

“Who can I ask for an answer?” 
In the following pages that question is asked by Pastor Leonid in a 

letter that he sent us at Faith Mission back in November. Parts of that 
letter remind me of the story of Job, when he confronts God and asks 
Him chapter after chapter of questions (Job 26-31). If we compare 
these two scenarios, the war in Ukraine and the story of Job, they 
play out very differently. But isn’t God looking for the same response 
out of His children today? We can see in Job’s story that the devil sent 
temptations his way to try to turn him away from God and the final 
result was rather that he was more reliant on God after all these 
things. Job 42:1-2 “Then Job answered the LORD, and said, I know 
that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be 
withholden from thee.” If we read through Leonid’s entire letter we 
understand that it was not him asking the Job-like questions but the 
people he was ministering to, do we ever have these same type of 
questions? Do we ever come to God asking Him questions that we 
know the answer to? Continuing on in Job 42, Job acknowledges that 
he did not understand God’s marvelous ways, that perhaps what 
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1000 Days
 Every day of the past thousand has been a day of fear, worry, despondency, repeated 
prayers, a search for answers to many questions and a barely warm faith, shaken each 
time by the blast wave. 
It was not easy to live through these thousand days. For some, even this turned out to 
be impracticable. They may have survived physically but the emotional damage has 
brought them into a state of speechless state of incoherence where they don't 
understand anything you say to them and they are unable to respond to anything you 
ask of them. 
Heavy, sad, endlessly stretching like a black snake mournful thousand-day period. God, 
people are indignant that You are not a God of love, that You are a cruel God, that You 
have no mercy, that You see nothing and do not heed the cries of those who cry out to 
You. What can I say to the mother waiting for her son to be pulled out from under the 
rubble?
What can I say to this man who lost his wife and three daughters in an instant? 
>>>What can I say to this old woman sitting on a chair, who in her declining years has 
found herself without relatives, without a home, without a means of subsistence. They 
all accuse You, God, that You do not heed their suffering. The war has been going on for 
a thousand days and all the prayers for its end seem to reach no further than the ceiling 
above our heads. Lord, will this ever end? How much longer? 
Who can I ask for an answer? Will our families ever get together? Will the choir and 
orchestra be able to sing and play at Christmas in full force? Will all the friends who 
have gone their separate ways ever return? Will everyone come together again? God, 

happened to him in the beginning of the book was just something 
that he had to endure. But it didn’t at all change the fact that God 
was there with him in the midst of those trials. God was still worthy 
of Job’s dedication and loyalty. So when we encounter road bumps 
like Job did or like the Ukrainians have experienced through the war 
in the last 3 years, what do we ask God? Are we quick to accuse God? 
Are we quick to ask God why? Or do we turn to God and ask Him to 
reveal to us what He wants us to see, in ourselves, through these 
difficulties? Looking again at Job, the story ends with God restoring 
and increasing Job’s blessings, even more than he had at the 
beginning of the story. Was that referring to the possessions that he 
again received from God or was it referring to the blessing of God 
giving Job a better understanding of who God is and how he could 
always trust in Him regardless of the trials he faced. I believe that 
God wants us all, in good times and bad times, to completely trust in 
Him. I believe that God is giving us an opportunity as the Christians in 
North America to step up and be the Christians that He calls us to be. 

    -Nathan Elias/Winkler MB



where are you? The enemy is not only conquering the state 
borders, but also the hearts of people. The enemy is killing 
all living things, not only those that walk and grow on the 

earth, but also every movement of thought, faith and spirit. 
It is hard… This thousand-day melancholy and sorrow is 

overcoming thousands of people. For how long? 
A thousand days for a child. This is a large part of her life. This 
little one was seven months old when the war began. She lived 
most of her life in the war. She herself has already called 
herself a soldier. A thousand days for these little ones is too 
much. Most of their lives are spent in a time of war. A thousand 
days – this is not what a child's childhood should be . 
As the long-suffering Job in moments of darkness and despair 
clung to the smoldering wick of 
hope and said: "But I know that my 
Redeemer liveth" Job 19:25 
So, with faith and hope, we hold on 
to Your promise, "I am with him in 
sorrow." Yes, we have lived through 
these thousand days because You 
were with us! We are alive! And this 
hope is the most precious thing that 
can be given to a person living under 
explosions, shelling, tragedies, 
destruction… You gave hope to 
those who repeated the words, "I 
am with him in sorrow," over and 
over again. You had the grace to see 
us through, through the smoke of 
burning warehouses,  stores, 
pharmac ies ,  hosp i ta l s ,  Your 
wondrous, protecting and merciful 
hand, Lord. 
You enabled us not just to sit in 
basements or lock ourselves away 
from dangers, but to perform ministry. You gave us the 
opportunity to serve people in need. Lord, during these long-
suffering days we felt the prayers of friends, we received money 
transfers from them, missions sent humanitarian aid, friends 
came, whoever could personally, and  walked this path together 
with us. We sang in the streets, told people about You, our Lord, 
we gave people the Gospel, bread and food that we bought with 
the money that was sent. We brought them medicine; we could 
evacuate from the most dangerous 
zones. We filled up the cars, made 
repairs, came under fire, but remained 
alive. Again and again, we went out at 
the risk of our lives to help others who 
had no hope. 
And when You took some of Your own 
to Yourself in eternity, others came to 
replace them. And this stinking smell 
of war was again overcome with the 
evangelical  fragrance from the 
sacrifice of the Church from the 
multifaceted service of the children of 
God. Let's multiply a thousand days by 
the destroyed houses. In October 
alone, 380 houses were partially or 

completely destroyed in Kharkiv. 
How much does that come to? 13 
houses a day! 
If a thousand days are multiplied 
by at least 26 people who are left 
homeless and cry about the 
tragedy in just one day, then how 
many tears will fall!? How many 
families!? The numbers are 
staggering. And this is true. If we 
take into account everything else, 
then this  thousand days is 
continuous grief and darkness. 
Since the beginning of Russia's 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, 
12 ,162  c iv i l ians  have  d ied 
according to UN monitoring. 
Another 26,919 experienced 
injuries of various kinds. In 
October, at least 183 civilians 
were killed and 903 were injured 

in Ukraine. 
By the way, since 2022, Russia has fired over 10,000 different 
missiles at Ukraine not counting land mines and drones)! 
But during this period God gave thousands of His mercies and 
blessings daily, no, God did not abandon us! The numbers would 

be even greater. God surely 
was with us. God visited us 
through you,  our  dear 
brothers and sisters. "I am 
with him in sorrow." What 
does God do when we are in 
sorrow? Does He mourn 
with us? Cry? Pat us on the 
shoulder? Or does He say: 
someday it will all pass? 
What do you think? - "I will 
deliver him." Psalm 90:15 
God goes through sorrow 
w i t h  u s  to  d e l i ve r  H i s 
children, to support them, to 
strengthen them, to provide 
for them. 

He has been faithful for 
these 1000 days! 
When the church buildings 
collapsed, when entire 
villages were wiped off the 
face of the earth and 
prayer houses ceased to 
exist, we trusted in You, O 
God. We trusted the future 
in Your hands. From public 
service in the house of 
prayer, You led us to the 
people. You led us to the 
weeping. 
You led us to the trenches. 
You led us to the hospitals. 
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We have received so many pictures of gift boxes being handed out to grateful 
recipients in the past month and at the time of this being written we are still 

waiting for the final 2 containers to arrive in 
Ukraine with a large portion (3381) of our gift 
boxes in them. In total we have been able to 
send 6786 gift boxes throughout the 
Christmas season and we pray that God can 
work in the lives of all of those 6786 children’s 
hearts and that they can be drawn to him and 
they can come to a relationship with our 
Heavenly Father through this important 
ministry. We want to thank everyone that was 
involved in making all these boxes and we also 
ask that you continue pray for all of those 
children that have received them. 

Sukholesje is a village just outside of Uzyn, UA. In the midst of a dense forest 
of beautiful spruce and cedar trees is the Sukholesje Children’s Camp. This 
camp has been an ongoing project for FM for many years already. In March 
of 2024 when we visited this camp and Viktor requested that we help them 
out by purchasing some tables and chairs, we were excited to be able to 
assist them with that. 2 months later, in May, they again requested help in 
order to purchase a lawnmower and we had a church step up and make a 
donation to cover that. I thank God that for the many situations like this that 
we have been able to work together with so many amazing supporters over 
the past 30+ years. As I am writing this I am working on preparing the next 
shipment to Ukraine and they have requested diapers and wet wipes get 
added to the shipment, this is also only possible because of the many 
donations that we receive. 



Faith Mission (FriedensBote) Inc. 
solicits your gifts for the purpose 

identified in this appeal. However, if 
the project for which the gifts are 
received has been fully funded or 
cannot be completed for reasons 

beyond the control of the charity, the 
board reserves the right to use such 

funds for other similar projects.

   Volunteers Welcome! 
If your Youth Group, Bible Study 

group, or family would like to 
volunteer for an afternoon or evening 

(Monday-Saturday), please contact 
the office to make arrangements. 

Tuesday  (Office only)  9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Clothing sorting & baling:
Winkler - Thursday 1:00 to 4:30 pm & 7:00 to 9:00 pm

Grassy Lake - by appointment

Drop-Off locations
Clothing and bicycles may be dropped off in the 

“DROP-OFF” rooms of the Faith Mission buildings in:

Winkler @ 520 Circle K Dr. 

Grassy Lake @ 605 - 1st St North.

we also have drop-off containers 

165067 Hwy 3 Taber, AB (Beside Rocky Mountain Equip)

  325 Queen Street in WEYBURN, SK.

These drop-off locations are opened 24 hours a day 
and emptied on a regular basis. However, if you have 
more than a few bags or boxes, please call ahead to 

arrange your delivery.

-Winkler, MB  Nathan Elias   204-647-7466
+Grassy Lake, AB  Dave Teichroeb   403-308-6523
*Weyburn, SK   Henry Goertzen  306-450-8871

PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE CLOTHING DONATIONS OUTSIDE!

Greetings, dear friends of the Mission!
Our Christmas events are not over yet. We are still waiting for gifts from Canada, I think next week, 
God willing, they should be with us . We  (as this newsletter goes to print they are arriving in Ukraine)
are expected in several more schools in Verkhovyna, some of them for the first time. I was thinkiang 
that we would already have held these meetings again, and then I could describe how the services 
had turned out. In total, 24 holiday meetings were already held in different places and villages. We 
have not yet distributed all the food packages and my illness was also a reason for this, (Peter had a 
very bad case of pneumonia over Christmas that had him in the hospital for over a week) I still feel very 
tired. Our plans for the year, if God wills, will be quite large, although due to circumstances they can 
change. Lord willing, we want to hold camps in all the places where we were last year. I think it is 
possible and we are praying about it. In two or three other places where we also desire to hold camps 
it will depend on whether there will be educators - this is the first thing, the second thing that will 
determine how many camps we can have is how much support we receive for all the camps. I hope in 
the next month I will be able to meet with the school directors to plan where we will all be able to host 
camps. If there is an opportunity to hold events at Easter, meetings with people, we can hold them, 
but it depends on your support and of course, events before the school year, this has also become a 
tradition. We try to go with school bags to places where children have not yet received school bags. It 
is good for us to know about this in advance, so that if God allows, we can prepare from the beginning 
of summer, it is very difficult to find backpacks at an affordable price. If there is an opportunity, we 
need approximately 1200 backpacks, because we will have more schools this year. These services will 
take place, God willing, in August-September (If you or your church/Sunday school/ small group are 
looking for sponsorship options, please feel free to contact us in order to help Ukrainian children 
receive these school bags or sending them to children’s camps throughout the summer, we have 
options available). Thank you for your prayers. I really want to be able to go to children in schools as 
soon as possible, and to meetings with adults who are waiting. Please continue to pray for all the 
services that we are wanting to hold this year.   -Peter N./Chernivtsi, UA

Dear Friends we see letters like this and we are reminded of the importance of supporting these 
pastors on a monthly basis so that they can continue to focus on the work of the church/mission. Most 
of our projects are hinging on these pastors being present to distribute the goods we send to Ukraine. 
We would like to encourage you to prayerfully consider partnering with us in supporting this ministry. 

Faith Mission (FriedensBote) Inc.
Mailing and Physical Address: 520 Circle K Drive

Winkler, Manitoba R6W 0K4
Office phone (204) 325-4086

Nathan (204)647-7466
Email: info@faithmission.ca

Faith Mission (FriedensBote) Inc. is a nonprofit, registered charitable 
organization based in Winkler, Manitoba. 

Faith Mission was incorporated on May 16, 1994 in the Province of Manitoba

Purpose of Faith Mission
•  to provide humanitarian and spiritual aid to the people of former 
Communist communities of the world.

•  to call others to pray for the suffering people in the world.

• to provide information about the people of the former Communist 
communities to fellow Christians in North America. 
 -The Faith Mission Newsletter is printed bimonthly and mailed at no cost to 
those people who have supported us in the past or to those who request 
information about Faith Mission.

-Faith Mission can also be found   
social media platforms for more 
regular updates 
-Instagram @faithmission_winkler
-Facebook @faithmissioninc                  
-WhatsApp @ Friends of FM/FB >>
<Brand new website faithmission.ca
<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<

                                                  Board of Directors
Jake Elias                (204) 325-5446     Andy Elias                (204) 325-6446      

David Teichroeb    (403) 308-6523     Albert Kornelsen    (204) 332-2109      

Willy Thiessen       (204) 332-2035     Edward Penner        (204) 392-4229      

John Nickel              (431)356-0879
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Container #15 of 2024 was sent to 
Moldova, but even there, many of the 

clothing and gift boxes were received by 
refugees from Ukraine. We also received 
a video of 2 children opening a gift box 
and were screaming in excitement as 

they were pulling out the simple things 
that so many of us take so for granted 

and it was such a reminder for me to be 
more thankful for these things. 
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You led us to the streets to conduct service there. You were with us. The prayers 
of Your people covered our paths and roads,  saving us from tragedy. You led us 
from theory to practice. We are learning to rely on the Word of the Lord. We 
prayed together with the soldiers. They took off their hats and asked for mercy 
and protection, and You were with them in danger. You, Lord, protect them. 
A thousand days of mother's tears for sons, tears of wives for husbands, tears of 
children for fathers, tears of sisters for brothers, tears of the Ukrainian people 
for the disaster that has befallen them. 
For a thousand days, merciless missiles bring more and more destruction. 
Reinforced concrete buildings "cry" - turning into rubble and dust. 
Metal is "crying". Bending, shrinking, turning into a sieve, losing its "freshness" 
and increasingly acquiring the appearance of old age, rust and uselessness. 
"The earth is crying" in the city cemeteries, receiving more and more new and 
young inhabitants of the graves in large numbers. The earth is watered with 

blood. Every 24 hours there are howls of sirens, the screech of 
rockets, explosions, fires, death, debris and tears. 
From February 24, 2022 to October 19, 2024, air raid sirens have 
sounded 50,523 times in Ukraine. "Flying" ambulances, rushing 
firefighters, air raid alarms on the phone in the middle of the night 
reporting a tragedy - this is how we have lived for a thousand days!! 
God, really?! 
We are not very brave and cheerful, we are tired, but alive. We still 
believe and echo your promise "With him I am in tribulation." 
And in humility we incline our hearts in the belief that You will not 
abandon us further, that You will support us through Your children, 
through Your people. That You will give us the grace to build up the 
Church, to baptize new repentants and, passing through the valley 
of weeping, to discover new springs. 
   -Leonid Tkachev / Kharkiv, UA

eTransfer email: donations@faithmission.ca
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